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PAGE 01 JOHANN 02115 121356Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO USIE-00 SS-15 SP-02 NSC-05 L-03 
PA-01 PRS-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /045 W 

121639 121400Z/44 

R 120810Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6549 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 2115 

DEPT PASS USIA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: BPC REQUESTS USE OF USIS SOWETO READING ROOM FOR MEETINGS 

1 . ON AUGUST 10 AT 1815, WHILE IN READING ROOM, USIS FSL ZUKO 
TOFILE (READING ROOM DIRECTOR) WAS APPROACHED BY THREE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF BPC (BLACK PEOPLES CONVENTION), 

KEN RACHIDI, TAM MANTHATA, AND GEORGE WAUCHOPE. THEY SAID 
THEY WERE HAVING TROUBLE FINDING A MEETING PLACE. THEY FEARED 
MEETING IN A HOME. THEY ASKED TOFILE IF THEY COULD HAVE 
PERMISSION TO USE READING ROOM OCCASIONALLY FOR MEETINGS. 

THEY PARTICULARLY WANTED TO USE ROOM THAT NIGHT. MEETING 
WOULD BE COMPOSED OF EIGHT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 

2. TOFILE TOLD GROUP HE DID NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO ALLOW USE 
OF THE READING ROOM AND WOULD HAVE TO CONSULT HIS SUPERIORS. 

THEY ASKED TOFILE HOW LONG THAT WOULD TAKE. HE SAID HE WOULD 
GO TO USIS JOHANNESBURG AND ASK THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

3. TOFILE RAISED MATTER WITH BPAO AUGUST 11. BPAO EXPLAINED 
THAT WE MUST REMAIN SCRUPULOUSLY NEUTRAL AND THAT IT WAS 
IMPERATIVE TO AVOID ACTIONS WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED BY SAG 
AS MEDDLING OR INCITING. PRESENCE AND NEUTRALITY OF SOWETO USIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 JOHANN 02115 121356Z 

FACILITY WHICY WE HAVE SO CAREFULLY NURTURED DURING FIRST 18 
MONTHS OF OPERATION COULD BE JEOPARDIZED BY ALLOWING BPC TO 
MEET THERE. (IT IS ACCEPTED THAT BPC IS HIGHLY RESPECTED 
BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS GROUP, A PRIMARY AUDIENCE, AND NOT ILLEGAL.) 

4. IN FIRST INSTANCE, BPAO TOLD TOFILE TO TELL BPC IF THEY 

ASKED AGAIN THAT REPRESENTATIVE OF BPC WOULD HAVE TO APPROACH 
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BP AO OR ABPAO TO DISCUSS REQUEST. THAT WOULD ALLOW AT LEAST 
DIPLOMATIC TURN-DOWN WITH OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE FULL EXPLANATION. 

5. CONCLUSION: IF AND WHEN FURTHER APPROACH BY BPC IS MADE, 

BP AO OR ABPAO, AS AGREED WITH CONGEN AND UNLESS OTHERWISE 
DIRECTED, WILL INFORM GROUP ITS REQUEST MUST BE DENIED. (FYI: 

BESIDES OVERRIDING NEED KEEP US PREMISE PRISTINELY PURE 
POLITICALLY, THERE IS OF COURSE ALWAYS CONSIDERABLE CHANCE OF 
INFORMERS BEING AWARE ANY ARRANGEMENT. ALSO, BPC HAS OTHER 
VENUES AVAILABLE IN SOWETO, SUCH AS CHURCHES.) 

JOHNSON 
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